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Eyes of Haiti Annual Fund Drive Set for September By Fr. Tom Clegg 

     At a recent Haiti Committee meeting, 

members of the committee were discuss-

ing how difficult communication is be-

tween the people of Haiti and our com-

mittee. Much of the difficulty is simply 

in the way our two different cultures op-

erate. Our Haiti committee budgets and 

plans, prioritizes our spending and fo-

cuses on how we think we can best help. 

In Haiti, however, things are a little bit 

different. Itôs hard to do a yearly budget 

when you do not know when or from 

where your next meal will come. The 

idea of a yearly budget in Haiti is practi-

cally unheard of. 

     As we lamented this lack of commu-

nication,  Sandra  Krekel,  the Haiti 

Committee co-chair remarked, 

ñCommunication might be hard now, but 

it is so much better than when we had to 

wait two or three or four months between 

letters!ò 

     That exchang is indicative of how far 

our ministry to Haiti has come in a short 

period of time. Since putting in the inter-

net café in 2009, the Haiti Committee 

(with the generous support of our two 

parishes) has accomplished a lot. 

     Below are listed just a few of the ac-

complishments we have made since 

2009: 

Began the internet café with three 

computers, a satellite, and a generator. 

Renovated the interior and part of 

the exterior of the parish hall as well as 

secured the wall and fence around the 

grounds. 

Maintained the parish vehicle and 

purchased new tires for it. 

Paid the salaries of the parish staff 

for two years. 

Sent $12,000 to help support the two 

schools run by the parish. This money 

allowed many children who could not 

afford an education the opportunity to 

have one. 

Began a nutrition program that al-

lows between 50-75 severely malnour-

ished children to receive daily nourish-

ment 5 days a week. Without this pro-

gram, their families     would     not     be     

able    to 
                             See Annual Fund, Page 6 
         

Since our last newsletteré 
 

We haveé 
 

 

Provided 3 months of Nutrition Program (feeding 50-65 malnourished children 2 meals each day.  Cost  $3,600 
                                                                                                         

Provided salaries for some members of the parish staff.        Cost  $1,695 
 

Provided monthly support for our four parish seminarians.        Cost   $  600 
 

Provided educational support  for our agricultural university student.      Cost  $1,000 
 

Provided financial assistance for a pastoral visit from Fr. Sem and other representatives of  

      St. Raphael to the Catholic Community of Jeffersonville.                                                                     Cost: $  375 

 The Internet 

Café  
 

Before (left)  
 

Now (right)  



Portsô Commissioner Raises Funds to Establish Haitian Bank 
Reprinted with Permission from Portside: A Ports of Indiana Publication 

     The only thing more powerful than the perennial hardship 

Phil McCauley found during his 2010 visit to Haiti was the 

strength and determination of its people. Haiti is prone to 

natural disasters, persevering through a 7.0 magnitude earth-

quake in 2010, four tropical storms in 2008 and widespread 

flooding in 2002, 2003, 2006 and 2007. Much of the nation is 

rural with limited opportunities for jobs, medical care and 

education. After an extensive career in accounting and gov-

ernment, McCauley knew economic development and entre-

preneurship were pathways out of poverty. So with the help 

of his church, he set out to raise funds to open a bank that 

could provide small business loans for women in the town of 

San Raphael. After nine months of working, planning and 

fundraising, the bank will open for business in July. 

     ñMost everyone knows of the devastation that takes place 

frequently in Haiti from hurricanes, drought, earthquakes and 

medical epidemics, but what most do not know is that Hai-

tians are a proud people with much dignity,ò McCauley said. 

ñOur goal is to help people help themselves by providing 

education, training and capital in the form of small loans to 

start and maintain a business.ò 

     A Ports of Indiana commissioner since 2007, McCauley 

became involved with Haiti through his church, Sacred Heart 

Catholic Church in Jeffersonville, Ind., and its pastor, Rev. 

Tom Clegg. Sacred Heart was matched with a Haitian sister 

parish in San Raphael, a town located roughly an hour and a 

half outside of Haitiôs sec-

ond largest city, Cap-

Haitien. The residents are 

poor and many have sub-

standard housing. Sacred 

Heart assists the community 

in a number of ways includ-

ing providing funds for ele-

mentary school teachersô 

salaries, establishing a chil-

drenôs food and nutrition 

program, development of an 

internet cafe and support for 

education. 

     McCauley knows a little 

something about finance as 

a partner emeritus of the 

regional accounting firm 

McCauley Nicolas and Co. 

CPAs and a member of the 

American Institute of CPAs. 

On his first trip to San 

Raphael in May of 2010,            
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St. Raphael, Haiti 

Phil McCauley and friends  

 


