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Fonkoze Satellite Branch to Be Built at St. Raphael, rr. tom clegg

from starting our
own little micro

loan program to
supporting the
opening of a Fon-
koze Satellite
Branch in St. Raph-
ael.

Fonkoze is a
bank in Haiti whose
mission is to work
with the poorest of
the poor through the
use of micreloans.
It was determined
that investing in
Fonkoze would be
better than trying to

AN,

reinvent the wheel.

The market in St. Raphael on market day.

over 20 years of

In September of 2009, the Catholexperience in micréending. Fonkoze al-
Community of Jeffersonville sent a missiaeady has an education program that teac
team to St. Raphael Parish in Haiti. Theomen (and some men) how to work thé
goal of that trip was to begin the internatay out of poverty through small bus
café and to assess the current needs ofrieses. Fonkoze already has a success

Fonkoze already has
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St. Raphael Community. The mission teahmat is much better than the independgit

came back to Jeffersonville with a long liprograms we witnessed in Haiti. Furth
of needs. All totaled, those needs woufdnkoze has the resources needed to m
cost just over $17,000.00 many more loans than we could ever
In October of that year, the mission teamurselves.
made its report to our two parishes and ourThe tough part, however, is that now V]
people responded with generosity. Edusgere talking about raising $60,000 inste
tion programs, ceiling repairs, new tiresf just $4,000. Phil McCauley, Bill Barbe
seminarian support, and salary support warel Tom Gettelfinger took the ball and ré
among the many items with which we wevéth it. Together, they spearheaded an eff
able to provide assistance. to raise that $60,000 and the good news
One of the other needs mentioned atthahey di d it . I n ju
time was to begin a micdman program forlocal banks, businesses, parishiong
the women of St. Raphael Parish. Our gdiénds and neighors have contributed t
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was simply to raise $4,000.00 to start a proeney necessary to get a Fonkoze Branch

gram for 50 women in the parish. in St. Raphael, Haiti. Anne Hastings, CH|
On our next trip, which took place iof Fonkoze, anticipates that the bran
May of 2010, the Haiti Committee sent @uld open as soon as sometime in Jund
mission team composed of several men dhid year.
women with knowledge of business to fur- The Haiti Committee thanks Phil an
ther investigate the best way to start tiliem and Bill for leading this effort. W4
micro-loan program.
and because of the input from this groupijs effort. We will keep everyone posted
the goal of the Haiti Committee shiftethe branch gets underway.

In the months singbank all of you who have contributed to
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Made a mission trip to Haiti.
Cost of the mission trip is paid
for by the mission team and
funds raised from two Texas
Hold-em Tournaments

Provided for three months of Nu-
trition Program at health clinic
(feeding about 50 severely ma
nourished children 2 meals eac
weekday). Cost $3,600

Provided salaries for some mem
bers of the parish staff.
Cost $1,695

Provided monthly support for our
seminarians as well as purchasing
chalice for Fr. Lesly as an ordina{
tion gift.

Cost $1,250

Provided educational support for
our agricultural university student.
Cost $1,000

Provided money to Fr. Sem for
partial tuition costs for 25 students.
Cost $3,000

Sent 135 boxes of clothing, scho
supplies, and toiletries for St
Ra hael nd %hose still I|V|ngo|rs1
terit Citle$ in POrt-at-Prihce? Many
of the items sent were collected b
the Haitian Community of Louis-
ville.

Cost of Shipping: $1,600

Collected money to start a Fonkoz
Satellite Branch at St. Raphael for
the purpose of microcredit lend-
ing.

Cost: $60,000
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Developing a Better Internet Café for St. Raphael
By Kevin Oppihle

This trip as well as my original trip irhave over 12 computers
2009 was an opportunity to use my time aodnnected to the internet
talents to help in Haiti. One of my talents it they have limited
that | am a Microsoft Systems Engineer atiche online and they
have other computer certifications as watieed to know how to
On our original trip we set up a couple lagrow.
tops and a satellite dish for internet use for One thing you need to
their Acyber caf ®. dndérétand abowt Itheield us est abl i sh
immediate communications with our brotlmternet is that it is not
ers and sisters in San Raphael. No mbke internet here in the
months for returned letter responses er&S. You have to fire up
mails from a third party in another towthe generator to power
with info lost in translation. After the earththe satellite and to power
guake with the internet communications the computers. With that
place, we quickly knew the status of otheir internet has a daily
seminarians, friends, and the parish agdd@wvnload limit that is
whole. It also let us funnel our help whereviery restrictive. What
was most needed quickly. you may not realize is

The new pastor, Fr. Sem, who embradkat when you are surfing
technology with open arms, informed us ththe internet, you are
the systems we had provided in the padbwnloading data. Every
while physically working, were corruptedjiece of text, images,
infected or otherwise having malware backgrounds, flashy ads,
virus issues. | was already aware of the cafi- are downloaded to
figuration as it was at the beginning, andydur computer. With
had since devised a way for them to recoteeir limited internet we
the laptops or other systems quickly wittad trouble keeping 3
image recovery. In basic terms that is themputers from breaking
process of taking a snapshot of a computee limit in their 3 hour
or laptop when it is working perfectly andindow that the cyber Kevin Oppihle relaxes at the airport on our
storing it on a hard drive. Down the road ¢afé is open. With 12 or return trip.
the software on the system fails due to camere computers it will be
ruption, malware, or viruses, the administraven harder to keep from hitting the limifpeed to make it fair for all users.
tor can copy the snapshot back onto the syithin a very short time. Once that limit is We were able to get it all ready in time
tem as if it were new again, saving the neexteeded they are penalized by no interaatl get it packed up. Luckily it all made it to
for teaching someone in Haiti the intricaciésr 24 hours. San Raphael without damage. The plan was
of computer software repair. The plan was One way we devised to get around parttofdiagnose the current systems and catego-
to train the local café administrator on hatlve internet download limits is by using rize repairs and prioritize. While we knew
to make and recover the snapshots. We alaohing server called Squid. Squid is fréeey had more computers, we did not know
set up remote access for us to help remaftware that has been around for a lohgw they were configured or what they were
these systems when the internet connectiiome. It is designed for sites with sloweing used for.
is available. shared internet. What it does is save a copyUpon arrival we found the computers set

With Fr. Semds pad svierg hit off text, imagesc backgréundgpyin a cramped area due to the monitor
they then informed us that they wanted dod flash adds and stores a copy the fates and after talking with Father Sem, we
use 20+ computers on the internet and tihe someone visits a site. When somednend that they had bought them locally.
ready had some configured, but needed helge at the same location goes to that Siteey were using the café as a source of in-
making them work properly. We had no id&xuid realizes that the data is already on tmne and education. They planned to ex-
what they were using, where they found tkerver and sends that to the computer instpadd into an additional room they were
systems, where they put them, or the feasfi-downloading it again. That avoids all tHauilding. One will be for internet access for
bility on a limited internet system. That crenultiple requests for the same info reduciegnail and research while the other will be
ated a lot of questions. While we can comsage. It also has many other features spdimarily for school work and offline re-
municate now, there are still some things slowing different types of traffic. Fos e ar c h. I'n Hai ti i f oy
lost in translation and required follow umstance since itis all shared speed,ifsorhee 0 or even research
and thankfully pictures. We were able tme is downloading a video that requiredilarary to go look it up. This café will give
understand from the pictures and continuedl of data to download, that slows all tthem that limitless library. For example |
conversations that they have already mowatier users connection unfairly. Squid hhslped the local students find articles on the
the cyber café from the cramped radio rodhe ability to slow that specific traffic dowmiosphere for school. That and the fact that |
to the front of the building. They alreadgnd allow all other traffic to stay at normal See Technology, Page 3




